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and a pavilion, which make the total height over 40 feet. It is a fantastic
combination of Hindoo and Mogul architecture. Although built of white marble,
there is not a square inch of it, inside or out, from the ground to the ceiling, that
is not covered with mosaics. The dimensions of the monument offer some excuse
for this profuse decoration, which is certainly carried to the extreme. The upper
kiosk, containing the tombs of Kwaji Aeias and his wife, is surrounded by a
marble screen, cut out of a single block, and carved so delicately that it resembles
the finest lace.

This mausoleum was erected in 1610, by the Emperor Jehanghir, over the
tomb of his father-in-law, Kwaji Aeias, Grand Akmat-oud-doulah, or treasurer of
the empire, of which the present name of Etmaddowlah is a corruption.

Kwaji Aeias was a native of Tartary, which he quitted to seek his fortune at
tlie Court of Akbar; but he was so poor that he was obliged to perform the
journey on foot. Before he reached his destination a daughter was born to him,
to whom he gave the name of Nour Mahal, or Palace of Light. His talents soon
gained him the favour of Akbar, who made him director o? the finances of the
empire, and he married his daughter, who was remarkable for her beauty, to a
noble Turcoman, Sheer Shah, captain of the guards. During a visit which she
paid to the Begum, Prince Mirza Sulim, afterwards the Emperor Jehanghir, saw
her, and conceived for her a violent passion. On the death of Akbar, Sheer Shah
was assassinated, and 2Tour Mahal became the wife of Jehacghir, under the name
of Nour Jehan; and from that moment this ambitious woman virtually took the
reins of government into her own hands, making her father prime minister, and
coining money with her own effigy. Unfortunately, she had no children by her
second marriage; she, therefore, married her daughter by Sheer Shah to the
emperor's youngest son, after having put out the eyes of Prince Khousrou, the
heir presumptive, whose mother she assassinated with her own hand. In spite
of all these crimes, on the death of Jehanghir, Shah Jehan mounted the throne;
when his first act was to imprison ISFour Jehan, to assassinate her protege, Shah
lliar, and to have all the allies of the empress strangled. Mumtazee Mahal, the
niece of Nour Jehan, inherited the great beauty and talents of her aunt; but
Shah Jehan wisely kept the government of his empire in his own hands.

From the Etmaddowlah the banks of the Jumna are fringed witli gardens,
enclosing the palaces, or the mausoleums, of the nobles of Akbar's Court. The
most conspicuous of these is the Eambaugh, containing large pavilions, which the
municipality of Agra has furnished 'for the accommodation of travellers; and
near tbis is a curious ruined mausoleum, called Chini-Ka-Rosah, or Tomb of
China. It is a fine building, crowned with a lofty Pathan dome, and built
of bricks, which formerly were entirely covered with enamelled designs and
arabesques. These enamels are of great beauty, particularly those on the dome,
which are of a brilliant sky-blue,

We cannot bring the list of the marvels of Agra to a close without mentioning
the Mausoleum of Akbar, two miles from the town; and the palaces of Putteh-
pore Sikri, a description of which will be found further on.